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DONOR AUTHORIZES
IMMEDIATE
CONSTRUCTION

Tuesday, July 29, 1947, is an important date for Whitworth College. On that day Mr. W. H.
Cowles, Jr., in conference with
President Warren agreed to the
immediate
construction
of the
Harriet Cheney Cowles Memorial
Library. The contract has been
let to one of the well-known firms.
of Spokane, the Central Construction Company, and work will 'begin
immediately.
BUILDING

TO

BE

WASHINGTON,

FIREPROOF

On December 16, 1945, announcement was first made of the
gift. During the past year and a
half it has been impossible to consider
construction,
although
a
great deal of work has been done
on the plans for the building;
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These plans have 'been revised
from time to time, and now a
handsome, very practical building
has been designed which conforms not only to the desires
of the faculty but also to the
wishes of the Cowles family in
that it will be a fitting memorial
and is to be 100 per cent fireproof.
The cost of construction has inevitably been increased 'by this stipulation, but friends and patrons of
the college will be gratified to
know that we will have a fireproof
building to house an ever-growing
Hbrary, priceless documents, and
even works of art.

3

tain, besides the large stack room
extending from the basement to
the top of the building', two large,
beautiful rooms. The larger room
will be 52 feet by 45 feet. The
smaller reference room will be 45
feet by 45 feet. This floor will also
contain a much-needed check room
for

hats

and

coats;

a

seminar

room to be used 'by faculty, debate
squads,

and

soundproof

typing

use of students;
individual
study.

small

groups;

a

room for the

three offices; and

carrells

for

student

The lower floor will con-

tain two rooms 44 feet by 62 feet.
The cost of the building. not including the stacks or furniture,
will be approximately $160,000. It
will be a large structure 140 feet
by 62 feet, consisiting of two
stories. The main floor will con-

These are so designed

as to be

usable for lectures, book reviews,
art exhibits, and when necessary
auxiliary

study halls.
(cant. on page 4)
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emphasis
and training.
Some
Christian colleges do indeed possess wealth and endowment, while
alas, many of them continue to
struggle for their very existence.
Some have ivied walls, but too
many others humbly point to
lowly, frame buildings dotting an
inauspicious campus.

Whitworth College Bulletin
Published

monthly

by Whitworth

Col-

lege, Spoke oe. Washington.
Entered as
second class mef te r. Auqust 5, 1930, at
the Post Oiiice
Spokane, Weshinqton,
under the act of August 24, 1912.
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What Is A
Christian College?
By President

Frank

F. Warren

A short time ago we received a
letter from the minister of a large,
influential Presbyterian Church of
the Midwest. In this letter he
wrote, "The Christian college is a
great institution if it is thoroughly
Christian, but if it is not, I think
it is better to send students to a
purely secular school where they
will go realizing that fact." So
zaany times of late that sentence
has returned in all of its force and
truth.
That statement raises at once
some questions which must be answered if the Christian 'college is
to continue as such in a world of
such tremendous change as ours.
Perhaps all connected with the
cause of Christian education ought
to give from time to time a definition of What they mean by those
words. In various ways and at
sundry times we have sought to
give by lecture, sermon, or article
our understanding of what the
words "Christian college" connote.
We realize at once that there is
far from perfect agreement even
by those who are closely connected
with these institutions. The variance in views is clearly illustrated
by the spread of colleges throughout the nation which are classified
as Christian colleges. Clearly it is
nat a matter of size, of endowment, of buildings, or of age.
Some colleges in the nation which
started as small Christian colleges
closely related to the Church are
still small but have lost through
the
years
all
identity
with
Churches or with Christianity a'S
the very center of their curriculum. There are some colleges
which today are many times
larger than they were 50 or 70
years ago and which are world
famous for their strong Christian
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There have been and still are
many
misconceptions
among
Christian people as to what truly
constitutes a Christian college.
We have met some who believe
that
if a college is churchcontrolled, has required chapel attendance, and insists upon the students studying now and then a
course in Bible, it is therefore
Christian. However, all these may
be present and the college still not
be truly Christian.
Dr. Carlyle Adams, editor of the
Presbyterian
Tr-ibune,
recently
published an article in answer to
the question, "When is a College
Christian?"
He had eight clearcut 'points which we wish to quote
with some observations of our
own:
"Here are some of the factors )
that make a college a Christian
institution:
"1. A Christian foundation. A
Christian college is one which was
originated in prayer and a commitment of a trust to Almighty
God. It has trustees and adrrunts'trators who consider themselves
stewards of a gift of God.
"2. The continuing prayers and
intercessions of the people of the
church outside the college community. (Whitworth is deeply appreciative of the prayers of God's
people everywhere. The real reason for the startling growth of
the 'college of late years is the remarkable backing it has received
in every way by a great group of
consecrated beltevers.)
"3. A Christian faculty.
The
1944 report of the Division of
Higher Education of the Board of
Christian Education characterized
the faculty of a Christian college
as 'a community of scholars who
believe that God is the source of
all truth and that He has revealed
Himself in Jesus Christ.' (It is
not enough to state that a college
is Presbyterian, Baptist, or Methodist. In a day of loose theological
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thinking, it is wise to be affirmative in what a college holds. Certainly there is room for many
shades of differences, but there
must be agreement on the great
'basic facts of our faith.
The
Board of Trustees and faculty of
Whitworth drew up a simple but
effective statement which is found
in all our literature and which is
steadfastly held by those who both
administer and teach at the college. It reads:
"Whitworth College accedes
to the historic faith of Protestantism and stands unequivocally for its fundamental
principles.
We believe the
Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments to be the inspired
Word of God and the only infallible rule of faith and practice. We believe in the sovereignty of God, in the deity
of Jesus Christ our only Saviour and Lord, in His work of
redemption on the cross, and
in the Holy Spirit who dwells
in every believer as the Spirit
of Trut~, of Holiness, and of
Comfort:")
"4. Christian students. The ideal
students of a Christian college are
young men and women who elect
to attend a church-related college
because they want to strengthen
their relationship to Christ and desire a deepening of their conviction
about spiritual
realities.
They
ought to be young people who are
concerned that all their fellow students also have the privilege of
Christian faith and life.
"5. A curriculum which recognizes the highest traditions and
standards of scholarship in the
arts and sciences and has as its
central fact the knowledge of God
as the original and ultimate reality
made manifest in the work of
Nature and in the growth of man
and in the life of Jesus Christ.
(We believe that every student at
Whitworth should take one course
each year in residence in definite
Bible study or in the related field
of Christian education. We insist
upon this without apology. Our
'Success along this line lies in the
fact that unusual pains have been
taken to engage the best prepared
Christian people to teach our
Bible courses. There is nothing
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dead or uninteresting
about the
Bible when taught by a well-

sic theory, member of various
symphonic orchestras
as cellist,
member of several well-known
bands, teacher of piano, student of
vocal and choral music, member
of several choirs, and recently
choir master of the Calvary Presbyterian Church, Minneapolis. He
has studied conducting with Boris
Goldovsky at the Cleveland Institute of Music and has conducted
leading bands, orchestras, string
ensembles, and vocal groups.

trained man of God who has mas-

tered the Book and who has been
mastered by it. Some of the greatest miracles among our students
take place as a result of their attendance in these courses.)
"6. A community experience of
guided growth in Christian fellowship where there is courage to
plunge out into unknown areas of
thinking and to discover new truth
which may break forth from the

revelation of God.
"7. A dedication of the fr-uits of
scholarship and knowledge to the
Glory of God. A Christian college
ought to have research experts in
the arts and sciences who are constantly tapping God's eternal resources of knowledge and skill
and praising Him with their discoveries as did the late George_
Washington Carver.
"8, An atmosphere in which students and professors, who may be
specialists in particular
arts or
sciences, may at the same time
discover the meaning of their own
Christian vocation. The Christian
scholar needs to be able to say,
'First of all, I am a child of Goda member of the body of Jesus
Christ.' "

we

are deeply indebted to Dr.
Adams for these points. Because
we so thoroughly believe in them
and put them into practice, Whitworth today rightfully takes its
place as one of the strong Christian colleges of the West. We are
watching our men and women
each year respond to the call of
the Church for life recruitment.
Close to 100 men last year were
candidates for the ministry. and
scares of our young people are
looking to the foreign field. Equalb important,
our graduates are
catching the importance of taking
Christian
principles
into every
walk of life. The concept of the
building of the Christian home is
catching fire among all.
We are in the construction
process-buildings,
to be sure, but
also such intangibles as our philosophy, lives, and ever-broadening
purposes. We cannot write "finis"
over our work. There is much to
be done. and it must be done now.
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Professor

Nikola

L. Ovanin

Experienced
Music Educator
Joins Faculty
[:

Professor Nikola L. Ovanin of
Minneapolis, Minnesota, is the
latest addition to the faculty of
Whitworth. His appointment completes the music faculty of the
college for the ensuing year.
Mr. Ovanin has spent his entire
life in the field of music and has
an unusually' wealthy 'background
in all fie~
He holds the following degrees: Bachelor of Music
from the Cleveland Institute of
Music, in composition; Bachelor of
Science from Western
Reserve
University in Cleveland, in music
education; Bachelor of Arts and
Master of Arts from Hamline
University in St. Paul, Minnesota,
in music composition. He has done
graduate work in the University
of Michigan and Grinnell College,
Grinnell, Iowa.

t

Except for a period of 38
months when he was in the service, Mr. Ovanin has been engaged
professionally in music in the following capacities: teacher of mu-

We are not a perfect college, but
we are honestly trying by the help
of God to be a good college doing
well its task of giving to the hundreds of young people who come to
us the 'best of Christian education.

Mr. Ovanin has done, a great
deal of work in the field of composition, having composed more
than 75 numbers. Carl Fischer,
Inc. is publishing his "Prelude"
for concert band. The "Second
Movement" ~of his "Second Symphony" is 'being performed this
summer, and many of his compositions have received the highest of
praise. It is the hope of the administration that this emphasis upon
composition will encourage many
of our students to 'Work in this
field.
_
,
Dr. James Aliferis of the Department of Music, the University
of Minnesota, writes: "Mr. Ovanin
is a musician of superior talent
with very fine training and an extensive backg-round in music making, both as a performer and as a
composer."
Dr. Paul M. Fowler, minister of
the Calvary Presbyterian Church
of Minneapolis, writes: "Mr. Ovanin has an unusual amount of music
preparation and abilities. He is a
gentleman of the highest caliber,
exceptionally courteous. I believe
his character to be unimpeachable.
He is an exemplary person
with a very pleasing personality."
Professor Ovanin has a most
charming wife, and since their arrival in Spokane in early July their
first child has come to bless their
home. Mrs. Ovanin has for a number of years been engaged in religious
education
in
various
churches in the Minneapolis area.
Professor Ovanin will conduct
band and orchestra, in which he
has had so many years of experience, teach some instruments, and
work in the field of theory and
public 'school music.
Professor Raymond E. Hunt is
hoping to continue his musical
training in an eastern university.

I
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MINISTERS INSTITUTE
A MARKED SUCCESS
For the second consecutive year
the Board of Education of the
Presbyterian Church sponsored the
Institute of Theology for ministers
and laymen on the campus of
Whitworth. The dates were June
24 to July 1. The attendance was
double that of the first year, and
all who came were warm in their
appreciation of the good they received.
The men unanimously
voted that this institute must continue each summer, and we know
that increasingly its power will be
felt throughout the entire West.
Whitworth

is happy that it can

furnish its facilities for such an
institute.

New Campus Road Completed
Under the splendid leadership of
Mr. Grant Dixon and his Grounds
Committee of the Board of Trustees, a vast improvement has been
made.
The
old, broken-down,
worn-out road around the campus
is a thing of the past, and today
Whitworth has as good a macadamized road as can he found anywhere. We but regret that we
were unable to extend the road
around
all the buildings
and
through College Homes. But we
are thankful to Mr. Dixon's committee for seeing that this desperately needed road was finished.

WORK
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LIBRARY

(cont. from page 1)
LARGEST GIFT WHITWORTH
HAS RECEIVED

The architecture of the building
follows closely that of the Dining
Hall, and the brick will match the
other buildings of the campus. It
is to be erected east of the Fine
Arts BUilding, occupying a prominent place near the entrance to
the campus.
This is the largest
gift that has ever come to Whitworth, and with our increased student body and the rapid development of our liberal arts program,
this library will answer one of the
outstanding needs of our college.
The

deep

appreciation

of the
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THANKS, ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION

Science Department
To Have New Quarters

A short time ago an ambitious
project was undertaken
by the
Alumni Association of Whitworth.
Local members visited the campus,
saw our large, well equipped Fine
'Arts Building, and said, "This
building must be bricked and made
permanent."

In our June bulletin we mentioned the bottleneck of our educational program-the
inadequacy
of our laboratories. We also stated
that the Federal Works Agency
had given to the college buildings
sufficient to house our entire science department.

Plans
were soon 'formulated
Whereby all members of the Alumni Association would be given
the opportunity of buying bricks
for this project. It was calculated
that if every member of the association would give but $10, the
total of around $4,000 would just
nicely cover the expense of changing a wooden structure
into a
permanent brick-veneer building.
A series of letters was sent out
which to the present time has
brought in a total of $1,369.50.

The Board of Trustees in the
June meeting authorized the moving and equipping of these buildings contingent upon our obtaining the necessary funds to do the
work. However, we found that it
would be impossible to wait until
the money had corne before we
started moving the buildings. The
first reason is that the government
insists that we move them this
summer if we are to have them.
Secondly, unless they are moved
now, they won't be ready by midSeptember.

Although this is still far from
the goal, yet on the basis of the
good will and cooperation of the
association, the bricks have been
ordered-and
in fact are here, and
work begins immediately. The administration of the college wishes
to express its very sincere gratitude for this cooperation, and
wishes them all success as they
continue their drive for the $4,000.
We have every right in the
world to be proud of our graduates
and former students. Increasingly
they are occupying positions of responsibility in business. teaching,
medicine. and many other professions. We can think of nothing
that pleases us more than to know
that the association is back of the
college and wants to see Whitworth become a great college.
More power to vou. alumni.
this very worthwhile project!

in

faculty. the students.
and the
manv friends of Whitworth goes
to the members of the Cowles
family for this great gift.
Our contractors
hope. if they
are successful in obtaining the
materials.
to have the building
usable sometime during the current school year.

Mr. C. J. Pounder, who did such
an excellent piece of work-In moving the chapel and the Ftne Arts
Building, has again been engaged
to undertake this major project.
At the present time the excavation
has been completed. and the footings are being laid. The buildings
at Baxter General Hospital have
already been cut and will be moved
shortly. It is expected that once
they are on our campus, work will
proceed rapidly in preparing them
for the coming year. A basement
is 'being put under a part of the
building to insure more facilities,
and when complete, our science
department will be housed very
adequately.
We have stated that this task
will cost $35.000. Many people I
have expressed their interest in
helping in this worthwhile project.
and several thousand dollars have
already been received. It is our
hope that now that the project is
under way and the bills are coming- in. marrv friends of the colleg-e
who are rejoicing- over its phenomenal growth and. its ouportunitv
for service to youth will want to
have a part in this work. Make
vour checks payable to Whitworth
College and send to Presiden';"';
Warren.
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